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Moths of the family Pterophoridae, having plume-like wings in the adults, slender 

body and long spurred legs, are popularly called ‘plume-moths’. Wings are 

moderately broad, forewing cleft more or less deeply to form two or three feather-

like lobes, hind wing also deeply cleft into three lobes. These are very small to 

medium sized moths which when at rest, spread their wings and position their bodies 

slightly elevated, on their long legs. The family is represented by 1238 species world 

over, and in India by 109 species as listed below.  

Systematic List  

 

ORDER: LEPIDOPTERA 

SUBORDER: GLOSSATA 

 INFRAORDER: HETERONEURA 

DIVISION: DITRYSIA 

SUBDIVISION: MICROLEPIDOPTERA 

SECTION: TINEINA 

SUBSECTION: TINEINA 

SUPERFAMILY: PTEROPHOROIDEA Kuznetsov & Stekolnikov, 1979 

FAMILY: PTEROPHORIDAE ZELLER, 1841 - Plume Moths 

 

SUBFAMILY : PTEROPHORINAE [ZELLER, 1841] 

Genus: Amblyptilia Hubner, [1825] 

1.  Amblyptilia forcipata  (Zeller, 1867) 

Genus: Buckleria Tutt, 1905 

2. Buckleria paludum (Zeller,1839) 
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Genus: Calyciphora Kasy, 1960 

3. Calyciphora sesamitis (Meyrick,1905) 

Genus: Cosmoclostis Meyrick, 1886 

4. Cosmoclostis auxileuca (Meyrick, 1907) 

5. Cosmoclostis leucomecola Fletcher, 1947  

6. Cosmoclostis pesseuta Meyrick,1906 

7. Cosmoclostis premnicola Fletcher, 1932 

Genus : Crombrugghia Tutt, 1906 

8. Crombrugghia clarisignis (Meyrick, 1924) 

9. Crombrugghia distans ( Zeller, 1847) 

Genus: Diacrotricha Zeller, 1852 

10. Diacrotricha  fasciola (Zeller, 1851) 

Genus: Emmelina Tutt, 1905 

11. Emmelina argoteles (Meyrick,1922) 

12. Emmelina monodactyla (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Genus: Exelastis Meyrick, 1908 

13. Exelastis atomosa (Walsingham, 1885) 

14. Exelastis crepuscularis (Meyrick, 1910) 

15. Exelastis phlyctaenias (Meyrick, 1911) 

16. Exelastis pumilio (Zeller, 1873) 

Genus: Gypsochares Meyrick, 1890 

17. Gypsochares catharotes (Meyrick, 1907) 

18. Gypsochares kukti Arenberger, 1989 

Genus: Hellinsia Tutt, 1905 

19. Hellinsia aruna Arenberger,1991 

20. Hellinsia distinctus (Herrich-Schaffer,1855) 
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21. Hellinsia fletcheri Arenberger, 1992 

22. Hellinsia fuscomarginata Arenberger, 1991 

23. Hellinsia lienigianus (Zeller,1852) 

24. Hellinsia pectodactyla (Staudinger, 1859) 

25. Hellinsia shillongi Kovtunovich, 2003 

26. Hellinsia siniaevi Kovtunovich, 2003 

27. Hellinsia triadias (Meyrick, 1907) 

28. Hellinsia umrani Kovtunovich, 2003 

Genus : Intercapperia Arenberger, 1988 

29.  Intercapperia scindia Arenberger, 1988 

Genus: Koremaguia Hampson, 1891 

30. Koremaguia alticola (Felder and Rogenhofer, 1875) 

31.  Koremaguia aurantidactyla Hampson, 1891 

Genus: Lantanophaga Zimmerman, 1958 

32. Lantanophaga anellatus Rose and Pooni, 2003 

33. Lantanophaga pusillidactyla (Walker, 1864) 

Genus: Megalorhipida Amsel, 1935 

34. Megalorhipida congrualis (Walker, 1864) 

35. Megalorhipida defectalis (Walker, 1864) 

36. Megalorhipida gielisi Rose and Pooni, 2003 

37. Megalorhipida paradefectalis Rose and Pooni, 2003 

Genus: Merrifieldia Tutt, 1905 

38. Merrifieldia caspia (Lederer,1870) 

39. Merrifieldia flavus (Arenberger 1991) 

Genus: Oidaematophorus Wallengren, 1862 

40. Oidaematophorus harpactes (Meyrick, 1908) 

41. Oidaematophorus hirosakianus (Matsumura, 1931)   
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42. Oidaematophorus parshuramus Rose and Pooni, 2003 

43. Oidaematophorus procontias (Meyrick, 1908) 

44.  Oidaematophorus sematias (Meyrick, 1908) 

45. Oidaematophorus triadias (Meyrick, 1908) 

Genus: Oxyptilus Zeller, 1841 

46. Oxyptilus causodes Meyrick, 1905 

47. Oxyptilus chordites Meyrick, 1913 

48. Oxyptilus epidectis Meyrick, 1907 

49. Oxyptilus lactucae Fletcher, 1920 

50. Oxyptilus regalis Fletcher, 1909 

51. Oxyptilus regulus Meyrick, 1906 

Genus: Platyptilia Hubner, [1825] 

52. Platyptilia cacaliae Fletcher, 1920 

53. Platyptilia citropleura Meyrick, 1907     

54. Platyptilia dejecta Meyrick, 1932 

55. Platyptilia direptalis  (Walker, 1864) 

56. Platyptilia duneraensis Rose and Pooni, 2003 

57. Platyptilia  euctimena Turner, 1913 

58. Platyptilia exaltatus (Zeller, 1867) 

59. Platyptilia gonodactylus (Denis and Schiffermuller, 1775)  

60. Platyptilia ignifera Meyrick, 1908 

61. Platyptilia isocrates Meyrick, 1924 

62. Platyptilia molopias Meyrick, 1906 

63. Platyptilia rhododactylus (Denis and Schiffermuller, 1775) 

64. Platyptilia sedata Meyrick, 1932 

65. Platyptilia superscandens Fletcher, 1940 

66. Platyptilia triphracta Meyrick, 1932 
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Genus: Procapperia Adamczewski, 1951 

67. Procapperia pelecyntes (Meyrick,1907) 

68. Procapperia orientalis Arenberger, 1988 

Genus: Pselnophorus Wallengren, 1881 

69. Pselnophorus albitarsellus (Walsingham, 1900) 

Genus: Pterophorus Schaffer, 1766 

70. Pterophorus elaeopus (Meyrick,1908) 

71. Pterophorus lacteipennis (Walker, 1864) 

72. Pterophorus leucodactylus ( Walker, 1864) 

73. Pterophorus melanopodus (Fletcher, 1907) 

74. Pterophorus nigropunctatus Arenberger, 1989 

75. Pterophorus niveodactyla (Pagenstecher, 1900) 

76. Pterophorus tinsuki Kovtunovich, 2003 

 

Genus: Sphenarches Meyrick, 1886 

77. Sphenarches  anisodactylus (Walker, 1864) 

78. Sphenarches zanclistes (Meyrick,1905) 

Genus: Stenodacma Amsel, 1959 

79.  Stenodacma pyrrhodes (Meyrick, 1889) 

80. Stenodacma wahlbergi (Zeller, 1851) 

Genus: Stenoptilia Hubner, [1825] 

81. Stenoptilia caroli Arenberger, 1988 

82. Stenoptilia petraea Meyrick, 1907 

Genus: Stenoptilodes Zimmerman, 1958 

83. Stenoptilodes brachymorpha (Meyrick, 1888) 

84. Stenoptilodes taprobanes (Felder and Rogenhofer, 1875) 

Genus: Tetraschalis Meyrick, 1887 
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85.  Tetraschalis deltozela Meyrick, 1924 

86. Tetraschalis ischnites Meyrick, 1907 

87. Tetraschalis ochrias Meyrick, 1907 

Genus: Tomotilus Yano, 1961 

88. Tomotilus saitoi Yano, 1961 

Genus: Trichoptilus Walsingham, 1880 

89. Trichoptilus archeodes Meyrick, 1913 

90. Trichoptilus bidens Meyrick, 1930 

91. Trichoptilus paludicola Fletcher, 1907 

92. Trichoptilus pelias Meyrick, 1907 

93. Trichoptilus xerodes Meyrick, 1886 

Genus: Xyroptila Meyrick, 1908 

94.  Xyroptila caminites Meyrick, 1908 

95. Xyroptila oenophanes Meyrick, 1908 

96. Xyroptila predator Meyrick, 1910 

97. Xyroptila tectonica  Meyrick, 1914 

98. Xyroptila vaughani Fletcher, 1909 

 

SUBFAMILY : DEUTEROCOPINAE GIELIS, 1993 

Genus: Deuterocopus Zeller, 1852 

99. Deuterocopus alopecodes Meyrick, 1911 

100. Deuterocopus atrapex Fletcher, 1909 

101. Deuterocopus dorites Meyrick, 1913 

102. Deuterocopus fervens  Meyrick, 1913 

103. Deuterocopus planeta Meyrick, 1908 

104. Deuterocopus ritsemae Walsingham, 1884 

105. Deuterocopus socotranus Rebel,1907 
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SUBFAMILY  : OCHYROTICINAE WASSERTHAL, 1970 

Genus: Ochyrotica Walsingham, 1891 

106. Ochyrotica connexiva (Walshingham,1891) 

107. Ochyrotica concursa  (Walshingham, 1891) 

108. Ochyrotica yanoi Arenberger,1988 

 

SUBFAMILY : AGDISTINAE TUTT, 1907 

Genus: Agdistopis Hampson, 1917 

109.  Agdistopis  sinhala (Fletcher, 1909) 
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